
First ‘International Women’s Flyfishing Day’ (12th September 2020) 

 

International Women’s Fly Fishing Day (IWFFD), which will happen on Saturday 12th September 

2020, is an initiative from 2 women in very different parts of the world - Maddy Kelly from Northern 

Ireland and Pamela Caldwell Dunlap from West Virginia. 

 

The aim of the day is simply to encourage women throughout the world who fly fish to celebrate what 

they do. They are asked to post a picture on the IWFFD social media at 11am to share their day’s 

planned activity with other women. With photos being posted at 11am from all over the world the day 

will unfold from New Zealand to the west coast of the USA over a 20-hour period. 

 

Both Maddy Kelly and Pamela Caldwell Dunlap are committed to encouraging and supporting new 

women into fly-fishing and their original plan for IWFFD was to attract new women by running tuition 

days. However with the pandemic situation as it is worldwide, IWFFD has instead become a day 

whereby women who are already fly-fishers will undertake a range of activities that are fly fishing 

related. While some will be fly fishing, either as individuals or with other women, others will choose to 

tie flies, improve their casting, watch a DVD, read a fly fishing book etc 

 

Julie Cook, Vice President of the Southland Fly Fishing Club in Invercargill in NZ, is at the minute, the 

most easterly woman planning for their club to take part which means she’ll get the first opportunity to 

post her club activities on line at 11am NZ time with photos. Julie is very committed to encouraging 

other women into fly-fishing and fostering friendship between women that enjoy this sport. So the 12th 

September will be a long worldwide fishing day unfolding across social media. At this time NZ fishing 

season is closed until 1st October except for coastal fishing and some lake fishing. Therefore NZ 

celebration will be limited to Lakes, coastal or may not happen at a fishing venue in some areas. 

Some clubs might prefer to organise other related fishing activities as above. Please contact Julie if 

you are interested in taking part or organising the women in your club to take part. 

 

Catrina (Cat) White from Los Angeles will be celebrating in blazing sunshine. She will be tying flies in 

preparation for a week-long fishing trip happening during the following week. 

 

Maddy Kelly has been fly-fishing for over 30 years and has fished throughout Ireland. For 27 years 

she has been a member of the Irish Ladies Fly-fishing team, and takes part in the International 

Flyfishing Championships fished against teams from Scotland, Wales and England. She has recently 

gained coaching qualifications and has been organising events to introduce women and young people 

to fly-fishing. 

 

Pamela Caldwell Dunlap is a more recent convert to fly-fishing. Prior to discovering the joys of fly-

fishing she was not keen on the outdoors at all. She was introduced to it on a first date 5 years ago 

and enjoyed it so much that since then she has organised camps for women to learn and has been 

responsible for a number of women becoming anglers. 

 

For more information please email Madeleinekelly38@gmail.com, and for local information in NZ 

please contact juliecook@actrix.co.nz.  

 


