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Isaac with his 4¼lb brown caught on the November Lodge Trip 

The rivers are finally looking better and I am getting reports of some good fishing in spite of there being some 

colour in the rivers still. I have a lot of fishing planned over the next couple of weeks so hopefully the rivers 

stay this way. 

I hadn’t been out since the 3rd October until the November Lodge Trip on the first weekend in November. (See 

report elsewhere in the Ripples). Following this my next outing was the November Club Trip on the following 

Sunday. I had a good day on this trip and this is reported elsewhere in this Ripples. I have also had another 

couple of days out but have found fish hard to find. One day was on the Mataura and it is still carrying a bit of 

colour above Nokomai. I don’t know what it is like lower down but it won’t be any better. 

I bumped into four other anglers on a recent trip. Two were with a guide who stopped to say hello as I was 

getting changed and the other two I met on the river. All four were Australians so it looks like the overseas 

anglers are here already. 

I had some success on the Sunday trip with cdc emergers. I had stopped using these for a while as the cdc on 

them tends to get clogged up with the slime from the fish and I found this difficult to get off. I went back to 

cdc after fishing with Dean from Westport on the Upper Mataura as he had success with cdc and said he didn’t 

have a problem keeping them floating after catching a fish. One thing I did notice was that his emergers were 

somewhat bigger than mine. The ones I use now are bigger than what I used to use but still a bit smaller than 

Dean’s. A long time ago I read that treating the cdc with floatant destroyed the good properties of the cdc but I 

still wanted to keep them floating. To help with this I got some cdc oil off Mike Weddell as I figured this 

would help with the floating as it was the same stuff that was naturally on the cdc. I put a tiny bit of this on the 

cdc before I used the fly. After catching a fish, I washed the fly as best I could in the river, then dried it with 

my amadou patch (also available from Mike) and added a bit more cdc oil. This seemed to work although I 

didn’t catch more than two fish on either of the cdc emergers I used on the Club Trip as a willow tree stole the 

first one after two fish and I ran out of rising fish after catching two with the second one. The pattern for my 

cdc emerger is in the July 2024 Ripples although I don’t normally put the gold wire on. It is really simple us-

ing just tying thread and three cdc feathers. 

Don’t forget to get your catch cards in to me or Chris before the meeting so you can go in the draw for the 
Hunting & Fishing gift card. Catch cards for both October and November can be in the draw at the November 
meeting. 

        New Lodge CustodianNew Lodge CustodianNew Lodge CustodianNew Lodge Custodian    

We have a new Lodge Custodian. David Murphy was keen to hand the job to someone else and on the way 
back from the Lodge Trip Isaac Coburn said he would like to take over as Lodge Custodian. So for future 
booking you need to contact Isaac on 02041205855 by text or phone or isaaccoburn72@gmail.com by email. 
If you have booked with David those bookings will be passed on to Isaac. 

Thanks go to David for his service as Lodge Custodian for the past few years. 
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        November Lodge Trip by IsaacNovember Lodge Trip by IsaacNovember Lodge Trip by IsaacNovember Lodge Trip by Isaac    

Day 1 

Dave and I headed off to the Tomogalak Stream. When we arrived, we went to the bridge to have a look and to 

see if anyone was fishing there. There were three cars parked on the side of the bridge but turned out that they 

were to do tailing, so Dave and I drove upstream a bit to get set up and put all our gear on. Then we headed 

downstream to the bridge and started to fish our way back upstream. The first stretch of water, I saw a fish but 

when I cast to it, the fish headed into deeper water. Then I crossed the river to have a look in the back water 

and I could not see any fish. So I fished up one side and Dave fished up the other side. We did not see any fish 

in that stretch so Dave crossed over to my side and we fished the next stretch of water until we got to the next 

bend and there was a fish in the water. So I cast to it but then I spooked it into the deep water, so then I went 

across to where the deeper water was and I walked around the side of the river. When I got around the willow 

tree, there was a fish sitting in the back water but it was too late and it saw me so I went to have a look more 

around the back water. Then a farmer came up to me to ask if we have got anything yet and I said no we have 

not but have seen a couple and that I have just spooked a fish in this back water. The farmer said that he has 

never seen a fish in this back water before and good luck for the rest of the day. I headed back across the river 

to catch up with Dave and for the next 900 meters we could not spot a fish until Dave spotted a black back but 

then got tangled up in a small tree, snapped his line and the fish was long gone. Dave was retying his flies so I 

walked up and fished the ripples just up a bit from where Dave spooked the fish. Dave caught up to me and 

when we got up to the next bend, Dave saw a fish sitting in the ripples. He cast to it a few times before the fish 

took it. The fish was a 2¼lb brown. After that we headed upstream and then Dave found a fish feeding - he did 

a dozen or so casts to it and then he decided to change his black bead hare and copper to a gold bead hare and 

copper. Then he cast to it a few more times but then he got snagged in the bush so I tried to cast to it as Dave 

was trying to untangle his fly from the bush. The fish was not taking our flies and then I spooked it. Dave and I 

walked up a bit more trying to avoid getting pooed on or attacked by seagulls as we had to walk past them as 

they were nesting and they were not happy to see us. For the next 400 meters we saw one or two fish but they 

were spooked and then we had lunch. After lunch we headed off and for the next 500 metres we did not see 

any fish until a big trout came out from nowhere and shot away down stream. So we kept on going up stream 

and as we crossed over then we both spotted a fish in the ripples so I cast to it and on the first cast I got a 4¼lb 

trout who had decided to eat my fly. After we released it, we walked 800 meters and saw no fish. We decided 

to head back to the road to get ready for the long walk back to the car. As we were walking back to the car, a 

farmer drove out of a field and 

came to talk to us. The farmer 

asked how the day went and if 

we wanted some more fish, as 

there was a pond that the river 

flooded into which had 8 or more 

fish in it. We said that it was ok 

but he offered us a ride there and 

to drop us off at the car. So we 

went with him to the pond. As 

Dave was seeing if it was worth 

him setting up his rod, I grabbed 

my rod and went to the pond. I 

saw a fish and cast to it, they 

seemed very hungry as I did a 

bad cast, not even close, but it 

swam over anyway and took the 

fly. There was one problem, I 

left my net back on the farmer's 

(Continued on page 4) 
Isaac unhooking one of his fish from the small pond. 
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        November Lodge Trip  (cont)November Lodge Trip  (cont)November Lodge Trip  (cont)November Lodge Trip  (cont)    

        Subscriptions Subscriptions Subscriptions Subscriptions     

Subscriptions are now due. $30 for adult members, $10 for juniors and $40 for family. Please pay into our 
bank account ANZ #06-0925-0947474-00. Payee is Southland Fly Fishing Club Inc. Use initial & surname as 
reference.  

Under the new rules for incorporated societies you need to give approval to become a member. When paying 
your subscription please fill in the application for membership form that is on the main page of the web site 
and send it to Chris. You will only have to fill it in this year. 

ute so I yelled out for someone to go get it. The farmer ran over to get the net and gave it to me. As I was net-

ting it, I stepped into the pond and found out that you should not do that, as I was up to my waist in mud so 

the farmer helped me out of the pond. Then I netted it from the bank. Dave took some photos and then I re-

leased it. Then I saw an even bigger fish sitting in the middle of the pond so I cast to it and it took my fly 

straight away. After netting it and releasing it, the farmer took us back to our car. Overall, it was a really good 

first day with my new personal best trout and the most I caught in a day on a fly. 

Day 2 

Dave, Chris, Zanda, Rick & I headed off to the Von River to have a look at the water. When we got to the riv-

er the water was fast flowing and a bit dirty so we kept on going down the road to have a look further down 

the river to see if it was fishable. But the river was still too fast flowing and dirty so we decided to go to Von 

Lake instead. We all got set up and headed off on a 1100 metre walk to the lake Von. When we got there, we 

all set up our rods. I put a woolly bugger on my line. I finished tying it on and walked over to the lake. Zanda 

caught a 1¼lb rainbow trout. Then after Zanda released the fish, I was casting when my line went tight with a 

2lb rainbow trout on the end. After I released the fish, I was casting and slowly moving up to Dave. Then 

Dave hooked one but it came off. A few casts later, Dave caught a wee rainbow trout. After that I headed 

around the lake to where Chris was and fished at a 

point, with no luck there. I headed off around a bit 

more. As I was crossing the creek I turned around to 

see Chris catching a fish. After that I headed around to 

where I saw some black blobs in the water and I cast to 

them but they were not fish so I started casting in the 

general area and then I got another 1½lb rainbow trout. 

After I released it, I put a royal wulff on and cast it into 

the water where I saw some fish rise while having 

lunch. After lunch, I tied a woolly bugger back on and 

fished my way around to meet up with Zanda. As I was 

doing that, I got another nice 1lb rainbow trout. After 

releasing it, I cast it in the same spot, then a little rain-

bow trout came out of nowhere and took my fly. After I 

released it, I went to walk around the lake, to see if I 

could see any fish. I went around to the next bend 

where Chris was fishing. Then I fished my way back to 

where we started. By the time I got there everyone was 

ready to go home. Everyone caught a fish - Zanda 

caught 2, Dave caught 1, Chris caught 2, Rick caught 2 

and I caught 4. 

A great weekend. 

(Continued from page 3) 

The Von Lake on the November Lodge Trip 
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        November Club Trip by DaveNovember Club Trip by DaveNovember Club Trip by DaveNovember Club Trip by Dave    

Time for the November Club Trip. The weather forecast didn’t look too bad, looking to be overcast with a 

slight chance of light showers but not a lot of wind. However, most of the rivers still looked to be a bit high. I 

did have one in mind if there wasn’t too many of us. I had one member who was keen but opted out the day 

before. Still down to Fish & Game at 7:00am to see who else was keen. There was nobody else there so it was 

off to my selected stream on my own. 

Got to the access and there was no-one there and the stream looked pretty good. It had a little colour and there 

was no sun to help spotting so I resolved that I would have to blind fish likely looking water. On went a para-

chute adams with a little beadhead hare and copper off the bend. 

I didn’t get far before I saw the dry dip and sure enough I was into a nice 2½lb brown. That was a pretty good 

start for the day. I continued up the stream without any more touches. Then I noticed some activity on the sur-

face but it was just very light rain but it was soon followed by a swirl on the surface and I spotted a small 

brown. It was keen on my nymph and came to the net. Too small to bother weighing so I continued on. The 

rain stopped. 

A bit further up and there was the occasional rise but none were consistent enough to actually locate the fish. 

By now I had replaced the nymph with a cdc emerger. Finally spotted some surface activity further up so went 

looking. I could see the fish in very shallow water and it was actually its tail that was breaking the surface. It 

was swimming upstream so I acted quickly, casting the dry plus emerger combination towards the fish. After a 

couple of casts it swung across and took the emerger. A nice 3¼lb brown came to the net. The rises were get-

ting more regular and I had another take the emerger before lunch. 

After lunch I was on a high bank, hiding in the gorse and I spotted a fish that was rising close to the other side. 

Back down river a bit and up the other side. The next hook up was pretty solid, it was the willow tree behind 

me and I was unable to get the two flies back. I put the same combination back on and this time the cdc 

emerger was the one we tied for the fly tying competition in August last year. I moved out a bit into the river 

to keep my back cast away from the willow. I cast up where the fish was without result until the flies were al-

most back to me when the emerger was taken. There was still another fish rising here so out went the flies 

again and I had another good take. 

As I moved back down to cross back 

over the river there was another fish 

rising just downstream but I had no 

luck with that. I crossed back over 

and continued up the river to a pool 

that had been good in the past but 

didn’t see another fish rising. Time 

to head back downstream. Normally 

I would pack up my rod and put it in 

my pack to head downstream but I  

decided that I might find some more 

rising fish so carried it back to the 

car assembled. Unfortunately no 

more rising fish were found but it 

had been a pretty good day. You 

should have come with me. 

 

A nice  3¼lb brown that rose to a cdc emerger. 
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        Lake Alexandrina Trip by JulieLake Alexandrina Trip by JulieLake Alexandrina Trip by JulieLake Alexandrina Trip by Julie    

The SCAC Outlet hut has been booked from Thursday 5th Feb to Tuesday 10th Feb. The SCAC have done up 

the hut this year and now it has both a microwave and slow cooker available. They are trying to hold the price 

for members. 

This year there is an upfront payment of $75 non refundable unless exceptional circumstances as it has to be 

paid. Will be first in first serve. 

We have agreed to take more as if we run out of room in the cabin some have agreed to sleep in their car. I 

will be out of the country most of  Dec/Jan so that’s why it’s being organised so early. 

If you are keen to go let Julie know now. juliecook@actrix.co.nz  She will advise on how to pay the deposit. 

        Upper Mataura Photos by DaveUpper Mataura Photos by DaveUpper Mataura Photos by DaveUpper Mataura Photos by Dave    

River condition - 16th November. Show-
ing a bit of colour but definitely fishable. 

Leo trying to net  
Nigel’s fish on 
the Upper 
Mataura. The 
fish wasn’t land-
ed. 

A couple of photos from a recent trip to the Upper Mataura with Nigel and Leo Juby. Nigel is an Auckland/
Waikato Fish & Game Councillor. 

        Fly Fishing Course Fly Fishing Course Fly Fishing Course Fly Fishing Course ----    January 24th, 25thJanuary 24th, 25thJanuary 24th, 25thJanuary 24th, 25th    

We have our annual Fly Fishing Course on January 24th 

& 25th. If you are able to help out for the casting on Sat-

urday afternoon or for the day on the river on the 26th 

please let Chris (027 423 7016 know. 

If you know anyone that is keen to learn to fly fish please 

tell them about the course. 
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Coming Events (MM=Monthly Meeting, CM = Committee Meeting) 
 

25th Nov MM  

2rd Dec CM Fly Tying  

14th Dec Fishing Club Trip, Catlins – Meet at Fish & Game 7:00am 

17th Dec Fishing Mid-week Trip – Dave Harris 027 201 6722 

11th Jan Fishing Club Day Trip, meet at Fish & Game – 7am  

13th Jan  Fishing On the River, Tuesday straight after work, Coal Pit Rd 

21st Jan Fishing Mid-week trip – Dave Harris 027 201 6722 

24/25th Jan  Fly Fishing course run by Mike Weddell from Mosgiel 

27th Jan MM  

Club Resources 

The club has an extensive library of Books and Videos, contact the Librarian 

A blow up Rubber Boat and a set of five Radio’s, which can be borrowed by club members,  

contact Chris McDonald. 

Club items for sale 

 

 Metal Badges $15 ea.   Cloth Patches $12 ea. 

Disclaimer: 
The opinions or views expressed in this newsletter, are those of the respective authors, and not necessarily those of the Editor or the Southland Fly 
Fishing Club.  The Editor takes no responsibility for the factual content of this publication.   
 

Club Meetings 

The club meets at 7:30pm on the last Tuesday of each month (except December) at the Fish & Game building,  

17 Eye St, West Invercargill, Invercargill 9810.   The February meeting is on the river. 

 

Executive Committee meets on the first Tuesday of the month following the general meeting, except for Dec/Jan, 

includes  fly tying, so come along and bring your gear if you want help with a fly—all members welcome. 

Club Contacts 

• Address Southland Fly Fishing Club, PO Box 1689, Invercargill, New Zealand 

• Website www.southlandflyfishingclub.org.nz 

• President Dave Harris, 30 Baxter Street Invercargill (027 201 6722) daveharris823@gmail.com  

• Secretary Chris McDonald, 334 Racecourse Road, Invercargill (027 423 7016)  

 mcdonald.ccnd@kinect.co.nz 

• Vice-President Gerda Johnstone, (022 166 1149) gerda.johnstone10@gmail.com  

• Editor Dave Harris daveharris823@gmail.com  

 Items for publication must be submitted to the editor, prior to the 10th of the month 

• Librarian Chris Cowie (027 236 9576)  

• Lodge Custodian Isaac Coburn, Marama Ave Nth, Invercargill 0204 1205 855  

isaaccoburn72@gmail.com 

Club Sponsors 


